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' 99-208 October 18, 1999 
For Immediate Release: 
TUITION/FEE INCREASES APPROVED BY EIU BOT 
CHARLESTON -- Students enrolled at Eastern Illinois University during the 
2000-2001 school year will be paying a little more in tuition and fees. 
The university's Board of Trustees unanimously approved tuition and fee hikes of 
3 and 6 percent, respectively, when it met for its regular quarterly meeting Monday. 
Most of the increases received prior approval by Eastern's Student Senate on Sept. 
29, 1999. 
The new rates mean that full-time undergraduate students Uuniors and seniors) 
will pay $1,160.80 per semester in tuition, an increase of $33.80, while full-time 
graduate students will pay an increase of $35.65 per semester, or $1 ,223.65. 
Beginning Fall 2000, all freshmen and sophomores (59 hours or less) will be 
charged tuition by the hour. That cost will increase from $94 to $96.85, an increase of 
--more--
ADD 1/1/1/1 TUITION/FEE INCREASES 
$2.85 per semester hour. 
Beginning Fall 2001, all freshmen, sophomores and juniors will be charged by 
the hour and, beginning Fall 2002, all students, regardless of class, will be charged by 
the hour. Previously, all full-time undergraduates taking between 12 and 18 semester 
hours of credit were charged the same rate. Lou Hencken, vice president for student 
affairs, said funding generated by the change will be used for adding extra classes and 
class sections, purchasing more equipment and renovating some classrooms. 
Eastern's BOT also approved a total increase of $33.90 per semester in 
mandatory fees -- from $556.75 to $590.65. The total represents increases in six 
separate fees, including health and accident insurance ($4 ), health service and 
pharmacy fee ($16.50), the Martin Luther King University Union/bond revenue fee ($2), 
textbook rental fee ($3), activity fee ($5) and a grant-in-aid fee ($3.40). 
The health and accident insurance hike is a direct result of increased medical 
costs in general, while the health service/pharmacy fee hike will cover increased 
operating costs associated with the operation of a health service on campus -- the 
hiring of a new physician, salary increases for existing personnel, and increased costs 
of medicine and medical equipment. 
According to Hencken, the number of student visits to the university's Health 
Service has steadily risen in recent years --from 34,545 in FY1997 to 40,584 in 
FY1999 -- as have the number of laboratory tests, x-rays and prescriptions. 
The $2 increase in the MLK Union/bond revenue fee will go toward the operation 
--more--
ADD 2/2/2/2 TUITION/FEE INCREASES 
of the union, including salary increases, utilities increases and the increasing costs of 
renovations, while the $3 increase in the textbook rental fee will address rising textbook 
costs. 
The increases in Eastern's activity fee and grant-in-aid fee were the only two 
increases not approved by EIU's Student Senate this past September. A vote taken 
among the student body in September 1998 authorized a $10-per-semester activity fee 
increase to be implemented over a two-year period; this vote resulted in a $5 increase 
in Fall 1999 and another $5 increase beginning Fall 2000. Funds generated by this 
increase will be divided between the University Board and the Sports and Recreation 
Board . 
The increase in the grant-in-aid fee is a result of indexing the existing fee to room 
and board increases. The principle of indexing was recommended through student 
referendum and administrative review and approved by the Board of Governors in 
1982. 
--30--
